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VENTRAL SCUTE ANOMALIES IN A POPULATION OF OPHEODRYS AESTIVUS
In the course of collecting Opheodrys aestivus for ecological studies I noticed consistent frequencies and patterns of ventral scute anomalies while clipping these scales for marking purposes. Specimens (n = 182) which were collected for reproductive autopsy from a population at Bald Knob Lake in White County, Arkansas, during the summers of 1977-78, were examined for anomalous ventrals.
Twenty-eight snakes (15.4%) ranging from 18.1 to 51.0 cm snout-vent length, had anomalies. There was no significant difference (P > .10) in frequency of anomalies in males (10 of 72) and in females (18 of 110). Only one snake had anomalies involving any ventral other than the three scutes immediately anterior to the anal plate. According to Peters' (1960) 
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